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CHAPTEE II.

(JILEEBT ELLIOT, after his return from Paris, was sent
with his brother to Edinburgh to the charge of their
aunt, Miss Elliot, who introduced them into  society.
The winters of 1766 and 1767 were passed by them in
attendance on lectures on Civil Law, Moral and Natural
Philosophy, Humanity, History,  and Rhetoric.     Of
these   studies  Gilbert  was  the   chief  narrator, not
omitting to mention the   * dryness'  of certain  pro-
fessors who contrived to make their lectures duller than
they need have been; and commenting on the want
of time to do anything well where too much was at-
tempted.    In   1768 both brothers went to Oxford,
carrying with them an introductory letter from Lord
Mansfield  to   Dr.   Markham, in   which   they   were
mentioned in terms   of  the warmest   affection and
approval*   At Oxford they found no ground to com-
plain of the variety or multiplicity of their studies.
Dr. Markham assured them that 'only classical and
historical knowledge could make able statesmen, though
mathematics and other things were very necessary for a
gentleman.'   As a baronet's son, Gilbert found himself
excused from all college duties and the government of a
t.utotj and his general impression of the effect of Christ